Points of interest and notes
St Margaret

The map shows that there are many features close to the walk bearing the
name Margaret e.g. Margery Lane, St. Margaret’s Well, St. Margaret’s Grove
and the remains of St. Margaret’s Chapel. Nearby St. Briavels castle was built
by Milo earl of Hereford in 1131 and his eldest daughter Margaret (d. 1197)
although not a saint was a great benefactor in later life so some of these
features may have been named after her.

Lindors Country House Hotel

Down the drive (J) is this fine Victorian house built in Tudor style in the
1840’s. It has an iron fireplace frame from an earlier house dated 1600. The
Mork brook here has proved a friend as Lindors was a very early adopter of
hydro-electric power. The brook was also once a foe, seriously flooding the
house. Today you can visit for tea or coffee if you wish.

Slade Brook

The Slade Brook (L-R) has been an SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest)
since 2003. It is a braided stream that originates from springs further up this
valley and contains a long series of small waterfalls known as Tufa Dams.

Tufa

Tufa or Travertine is a coating of calcium carbonate formed in a similar way
to stalactites and stalagmites. The water here (R) contains so much dissolved
calcium carbonate that it comes out of solution and clings to the material it
flows over, such as rocks, pebbles and even vegetation.

Springs

The springs here (S) are the source of the brook and the source of the tufa.
Water emerging here has flowed through limestone rock dissolving part of the
rock as it does so.

Flints
Man has been in this area at least since Mesolithic times as more than 3,000
flints have been recovered from the woodland near here (W).

Stowe Quarry
On the other side of the hedge (Y) is a large quarry extracting limestone. It
provides aggregates for road building and ready mixed concrete.

St Briavelstow Castle
The earthworks you see to the left (Y) are the remains of a circular rampart of
a Norman castle. This pre-dates nearby St Briavels castle.
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Slade Brook Walk

Distance: 6.9 Km (4.3 miles) - allow 1%~ - 214 hours.

TUDOR

FARMHOUSE

The walk uses quiet lanes, minor roads, recognised public footpaths across
farmland and woodland tracks. It can be combined with the Stowe Walk to
give 15 Km (9.5 miles of walking). In this case section (A - B) will be repeated.

Difficulty and hazards: Despite encompassing a 160m height difference,
the route uses moderate gradients. The paths used cross several stiles and
surfaces will be uneven and will be very muddy in wet weather. The fields
may contain livestock. Please be alert for vehicles.

Equipment: Boots or strong shoes are reccommended. Nettles, brambles and
thistles may be encountered, a stick can be useful to control them.

Other Notes: Mobile phone coverage will be “patchy”. There is a tea-room
at Lindors Country House Hotel (near L) but no other toilets on the walk.
Carry water and take a hat if hot weather is likely and waterproofs if rain is
probable.

Navigation: The main changes of direction and stiles are marked on the map
by a letter. In the Directions, the distance from the previous letter is given
e.g. (C-610m) means that (C) is 610m from the last point mentioned- in this
case (B).

If you find that the footpath you need is obstructed by crops, walk around the
edge of the crops until you reach the next stile.

Tufa Dams on the Slade Brok

Tudor Farmhouse Hotel + Restaurant, Clearwell, Royal Forest of Dean GL16 8JS.
Tel. 01594 833 046 - Email info@tudorfarmhousehotel.co.uk - www.tudorfarmhousehotel.co.uk
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